
Grade Boundaries 
 

Grade boundaries will be published on the following pages of the awarding bodies at 8:00am 

on Results Days: 18th August for GCEs and 25th August for GCSEs: 

 

AQA: AQA | Exams admin | Results days | Grade boundaries 

OCR: Grade boundaries (ocr.org.uk) 

Pearsons: Grade boundaries | Pearson qualifications 

WJEC: Results and Grade Boundaries (eduqas.co.uk) 

 

 

How are the Grade Boundaries calculated? 

The awarding bodies illustrate/explain how they calculate the grade boundaries: 

 

AQA 

A guide to notional component grade boundaries A guide to notional component grade boundaries 

(aqa.org.uk) 

 

  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/results-days/grade-boundaries#boundaries
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/grade-boundaries/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/home/administration/results-and-grade-boundaries/#tab_0
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/admin/results-days/AQA-NEW-LINEAR-QUALS.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/admin/results-days/AQA-NEW-LINEAR-QUALS.PDF


OCR 
A Level Grade Calculations (ocr.org.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/551429-how-do-we-calculate-your-a-level-grade-.pdf


 

GCSE (9–1) Grade Calculations (ocr.org.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/551430-how-do-we-calculate-your-gcse-grade-.pdf


Pearson 

Pearson have issued a series of mini films to illustrate how they set grade boundaries: 

Understanding marks and grades | Pearson qualifications 

 

WJEC 

Grade boundaries are the minimum number of marks needed to achieve each grade. Whilst 

exam papers are written to the same level of difficulty, they do vary each year. Grade 

boundaries ensure that whenever the exam is sat, students receive the same grade for the 

same level of performance. 

  

For unitised specifications, grade boundaries are expressed on a Uniform Mark Scale 

(UMS). UMS grade boundaries remain the same every year as the range of UMS mark 

percentages allocated to a particular grade does not change. UMS grade boundaries are 

published at overall subject and unit level. 

  

For linear specifications, a single grade is awarded for the overall subject, rather than for 

each component/unit that contributes towards the overall grade. Grade boundaries are 

published on results day. 

  

The 'notional' grade boundaries for each component are also available from 8am on 

publication of results days. Component boundaries are 'notional' and intended only as a 

guide, they are not official grades. 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/understanding-marks-and-grades.html

